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The Mc. Le Ae in 1943 
by the Editor 


As an organised body of péople working actively toward a 
ch.saerly defined objective the Maritime Library Association has 
found many obstacles since thé beginning of the year. Our failure 
to mect in annual conférence in 1942 meant loss to the individual 
members and to the Association as a whole. Then came the illness 
of our esteemed President, Miss Marion Gilroy. She is recovering, 
we are glad to report, but for the present we must carry on with- 
out her wise anc inspiring leadership. Now, at the beginning of 
summér, with restrictions on travel becoming more drastic, it is 
im>ossible to make plans for the annual meeting. We still hope 
that before the autumn the Executive may be able to get together 
4n a Symposium on post-war plans. 


Though the Association itself has bean unable to undertake new 
and constructive work, the libraries throughout the Maritimes have 
been marvellously active. The book neéds of men in the services 
have ve6n their special care. Miss Nora Bateson in her work for 
the Canadian Legion War Services, Inc. is the general of the wholé 
army of Maritime librarians in work for the soldiers. 


We are glad to publish in this number of the Bulletin a few 
reports trom High School libraries. In our plans for a bigger and 
better M.L.A., with a bigger and better Bullétin, we might include 
a canves of High School librarians in the three provinces. If they 
could come with us we surely could do them good; and on their part. 
they would bring new life into our organization. 


When we do not meét in annual conference there is danger of a 
general postvonement in paying fees, but last year there was a full 
response to our request that hey bé sent in as usual. Please be 
as gracious this season. The M.1.A. is not dead or dying; on the 
contrary it is in healthful condition snd eager to go forward on its 
own cultural mission, but it needs funds that it may live and prosper. 
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A New History of Canada 


Building the Canadian Nation, by George W. Brown. Toronto, 
Vancouver so -M.Dent &® Sons (Canada) Ltd., 1942. Pp.XIv,478. $2.25. 


This is the new nistory that during 1943 should find its way 
into évery Canadian library and home » It is up-to-date, for the 
first printing was last September; it is unimpcachable in its suthor- 
ity, for the author is § well known Professor of History in the 
University of Toronto and the Editor of The Canadian Historical 
Review; it is a full and complete record, covering the period from 
1492 to 1942. The book is well and copiously illustrated and its 
rather too few maps help the readcr to co-ordinate the sequences of 
events in widely separated regions of an immense territory. The book 
is divided into six parts, cach dealing with a different phase of our 


Country's development. A page, "Dates to Kemember", before each part, 


helps the student to follow the story of Canada in chronological 
sequence, and that story; as Mr. Brown tells it, is intenscly vital. 


x 





Free Matérial for Librsarics 


The Head Office of the Royal Bank of Canada at Montreal issucs 
regularly a list of duplicate material available for transportation 
charges only. . Upon request the librsrian will be glad to send this 
list regularly to any readers of this Bulletin. 


The address is: Miss Mildred LTurnbull, Librarian, The Royal 
Bank of Canada, Head Office, Montreal, P.o. 





New Library Facilities for 
Ssint Francis Xavier University 


At the annual mesting of the Saint Francis “avicr University 
Alumni, May 18, Dr. D.F. MacLellan, the retiring president, intro- 
duced 4 proposition for new and ad¢ quate library facilities. The 
Very Reverend D.J. MacDonald, Ph.D., University President, believed 
these were the greatest necd of the University at >resent. He 6s- 
timated the cost of the project at $150,000 or thereabouts. The 
following resolution was unanimously passed; 


"That the endowment of the proposed library facilities be the 
major project of the Alumni Association." 
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Friends of the Library Association 
at Moncton, N. B. . 


On Tuesday, May 18, a Friends of the Library Association was 
organised at Moncton, N.B. at a me6ting in the City Hall with the 
president of the Moncton Library Board, Mr. J.A. Godfrey, as Chairman. 

In his opéning address Mr. Godfrey explained that the new association 
had no connection with the Library Board, but was an independent body 
with the welfare of the Library as its main objective. Miss Alice 

Condon in a brief address said that the plan for this Association 
originated in the University Women's Club of Moncton. The Public 
Library was now serving much larger numbers of people than before the 
war, but thers was no increase in the annual city grant for the expenses. 
The Friends of the Library would find ways and méans to help Mrs. B.F. 
Moore, the librarian, and her staff in their inoreasing resp, »nsibilities. 


The principal speaker of the evéning was Miss Nora Bateson, Lib- 
rarian for the Canadian Legion War Services, with her office at Halifax. 
She quoted President Roosevelt's dictum, "Books are weapons in the 
fight for freedom," and as a pledge of the nation's faith in this 
work reported that the sum of $10,000,000 was spent in books for the 
United States armed forces. 


Another speaker at the meeting was LAC. H.J. Medd, of No.31,P.D., 
RAF, formerly on the staff of the Middlesex County Librarics in Englend. 





Notes on Academy and High School 
Librariés 


Mrs. Martha Hewett Fleming, librarisn in the new Queen Elizabeth 
High School at Halifax, N.S. writes: 


Ths .ueeén Elizabeth High School Library at Halifax was established 
when the school was opened, September, 1942. About 600 books were 
movsad from the Halifax Academy, and 650 new books were ad@ed during the 
_-ar. Ail these have been classified according to the Dewey Decimal 
System, and a shelf list completed. 


We have selected books for 6évery department, chicfly from Wilson's 
Catalogue for High School Libraries. The Science teachers make their 
own selections. Our Sociology shelf, called by the students the Vocs- 
tional Guidsnce shelf, is especially po»vular. Here you will find such 
titles as these: "What do you wan. to be?” "Vocations for men;" "Voca- 
tions for women;" "Your Place in Life." The Useful Arts section com- 
prises recent publications on radio, aviation, and industrisl chemistry. 
We have been amazed and delighted with the beautiful books available in 
History of English Literature. I enthusiastically recommend Cunliffe's 
Pictorial History of English Literature, human in its biographical 
features, and cxcellently illustrated. Our chief difficulty here is in 
the selection of books for the fiction section. How to bring the modern 
novel to the average High School student is a problem that requires 
séasoned judgment. The Science Corner is an incentive éven to the 
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unsoientific. We find the modern science texts most attractively 
illustrated. Several of these books have been donated. One greatly 
prized volume of Audubon prints was bought with money given in Memory 


of Ian Mechum, e former Academy boy who was killed whils on active 
scrvice on the west coast. 


; The Library is at present arranged and equipped for about 6000 
volumes. There are many empty spaccs, but we fecl that a good begin- 
ning has been mads. The boys and girls arc learning library dcportment, 
and are getting the idea of studious sssociations with excellent books. 


The following is from a newspaper revort: 

Lunenburg County Academy is said to have one of the finest school “f 
librarics in Nova Scotia, Recently two former graduates of the Academy, 
Mr. Warren Publicover of Ncw York and Mr. W.H. Smith of Vancouver, B.C., 
presented this library with 100 volumes. 


Mrs. H.I*. Scott Thomas, Chairman of the Library Committce of the 
Wolfville Home snd School Associstion writcs: 


For the past few yesrs the Home sand School Association of Wolfville 
has been taking s keen interest in the building up of an adequate junior 
library, in the hope of éncouraginz the young reader in the formation of 
good reading habits. This year the Committee in charge of book sclection 
has becn particularly active, with the gratifying result that clmost « 
hundred new books, chosen carefully with s view to their appeal to the 
studcnt, 2s well as to their literary ond informational velue, have been 
eddeéd to the school library. The cnthusissm of the members of the 
Association for this project was furthcr srouscd by 3 well chosen book 
display and sn excéllcnt address given during the winter by Miss Marion 
Gilroy, which wes followed later in the year by an exhibition of the 
volumes purchssced by the local committec. In sddition to thc work of mi 
book selection, the Committce, with the halp of the tcachcrs, and undcr tht) | 
the efficinnt guidance of Miss Msrjoric Wickwirc, s member of the i 
Accdia University library staff, began end completcd the cctaloguing of itl 
all the books in the junior library. ie 
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"Library Science is the knowledge cnd skill by 
which printed or written records arc recognised, col- 
lected, organised, ond utilised. Its purpose is to 
associate its results with existing necds <nd demnds. 
Its idea is human enlightenment in an historics1 con- 
tinuity." 





Selcctcd. 











Personals 


At the March meeting of the Saint John Branch of the 
M.L.4. Miss Estellé Vaughan, Librarian the City's Library, 
wss re-6lected Presidcnt; Miss Hope Jarvis, Secretary; Miss 
Marguerite Berton snd Miss Maude Golding members of the 
program committec. ‘The April meeting was held at the home 
of Miss Berton, with Miss Bessie Wilson ss guest spéaker. 
Miss Wilson gave a critical survey of the works of the late 

Virginis Woolf; Miss Vsughan revicwed "Headhunting in the 
Solomon Islcnds" by Caroline Mytinger. 


Mrs. H.B. Maciiillan, formcrly Helen Glendcnning of the 
Ssint John Free Public Library staff, is the new Secretary 


of the Litcrature Department of the Baotist Church House in 
Toronto. 


Miss Gcorgisa Starrett, Librarian of the L.P. Fishcr Public 
Library at Woodstock N.B., is recovering rzpidly from her 
reccnt illncss <nd hopcs soon to rcsumc hcr work. 





Miss Elizabeth Watson, «= greduate of Acadia snd of the 


School of Library Science et Toronto is librarian in the officcs 
of The Halifax Herald. 


| 
| 
| 
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Sister Francis de Ssles, Director of the Mowmt St. Vinccnt 

Library School in Halifax, writes: 

' "The new quertcrs for our lending library are ncaring complction. 

I am hoping we can have our formal opening by thc cnd of Junc. 

| In the mcontime I em organizing a "Fricnds of the Library" group 
and the people scem interested. There is so much work to be done 


and my plans are meny -- perhsps Utopian ~- but with Browning 
| I scy: 
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"Oh, but = man‘s resch must excced his grasp, 
Else what's s heeven for? 








English Publishers Here 


| The three distinguished representctives of English pub-~ i 

| lishing, Geoffrey Faber, of Feber and Faber, G.Wren Howard, of 

| Jonathen Cape, and Walter Harrap, of George G. Harrap cnd Co,, 
srrived in this country on April 14 at the invitation of the 
Book Publishers Bureeu and the Office of War Informetion. This 
is s return visit because of the trip that an American delegstc, 
Curtice Hitchcock, of Reynsl and Hitchcock, made to England last 
November. ‘uestions on the intcrnationsl relationships between 


the book worlds of England and Americs will be under discussion 
' during this visit. 
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From The Library, équrnal 





